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Analytical study the Impact of Belonging to the Rural Community Local in the
Relationship between Opinion Leadership and the Innovation in Baltim Center in Kafr
EL-Sheikh Governorate

Mohamed E. Shams EIl Din *, Mohamed L. Nasser ** and Wagdy M. Abdo EI- Fara

* Economics Dept., Faculty of Agriculture, Kafrelsheikh University, Egypt
** Water Management Research Institute, National Water Research Center, Egypt

HIS STUDY aimed primarily to identify the mediating role of belonging to the rural community

local in the relationship between opinion leadership and innovation in the field of modern
agricultural irrigation systems using the causal steps approach in addition to identifying the level of
each of: belonging to the rural community local, opinion leadership, and innovation in the field of
modern agricultural irrigation systems in Baltim distnct Kafr EI-Sheikh Governorate. The
questionnaire design for the independent and dependent variable scales was developed and distributed
to a systematic random sample of (291) farmers. The results showed the following; the level of
belonging to the rural community local for implementers of modern irrigation systems methods were
found in the high modal category by 56%, while the level of opinion leadership were found in the
high category by 73.9%, and the level of innovation for implementers of modern irrigation systems
methods were found in the medium modal category by 56.7%. The results of the study also revealed
that belonging to the rural community local has a positive partial mediating positive effect on the
relationship between the opinion leadership and innovation in the field of adopting modern irrigation
methods. Based on the results of the study, recommendations were proposed.

Keywords: Belonging to the rural community local - opinion leadership - innovation.
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