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Economic Analysis of Women's Participation in the Economies of Arab Countries

Sarhan A. Soliman

Agricultural Economics Research Institute, Agricultural Research Centre, Egypt

GYPT, Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation, Agricultural Research Center,

Agricultural Economics Research Institute. The research aims to study and analyze women's
participation in the labor market in the Arab countries, and compare it with other countries in the
world, as well as women's participation in the most important developed countries, during the time
period (2017-2021), and the most prominent results were: The highest participation rates were
acquired by six countries, namely The countries of Qatar, UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait, Sudan, and Tunisia,
where it reached about 35%, 29.4%, 25.8%, 20.8%, 20.8%, and 20.5%. In eleven Arab countries, it
reached between (10% - less than 20%), which are the countries of Mauritania, Morocco, Lebanon,
Oman, Egypt, Comoros, Djibouti, Jordan, Somalia, Syria, Libya, by about 19.3%, 18.5%, 18.3%,
17.9%, 14.3%, 13.6%, 13.5%, 12.5%, 12.3%, 11.9%, 11.2%. In five Arab countries, it reached less
than 10%, namely the countries of Yemen, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and
Iraq, at about 9.9%, 9.3, 8.3%, 8.1%, and 6%. The average of this participation in the Arab world
amounted to about 11%, while it reached 32% as an average for all countries of the world, about
42.8% in East Asia and the Pacific, about 37.4% in the euro area, about 36.1% in the European
Union, and about 13.7% in South Asia, while it reached about 10.8% in the Middle East and North
Africa. Seven Arab countries accounted for a decrease of less than 1%, including the countries of
Qatar, Kuwait, Yemen, Somalia, Mauritania, Irag, and Oman, where the percentage of decline was
about 0.04%, 0.07%, 0.7%, 0.45%, 0.49%, 0.5%, and 0.8%. It decreased in the occupied Palestinian
territories (Israel) and the United States of America by about 1.94% and 0.12%, while it increased in
Japan by about 1.97%. The decline in women's participation in the Arab world reached about 5.95%,
and its counterpart was about 1.73% for the whole world, while it reached about 1.49% in East Asia
and the Pacific, about 0.19% in the European Union, about 4.48% in South Asia, and about 7.33% in
Middle East and North Africa region. While the euro area achieved a growth rate of about 0.33%. The
research recommended the development of laws that enable women to work and participate in the
economy. Spreading community awareness of the importance of women's participation in work and
its economic and social impact.

Keywords: Arab economist, women's work, women's participation, work, women's empowerment.




